THE    GREAT    WAR

closed down some of the "post offices', arrested
and interned some of the women, but the illegal
postal service went on as long as it was necessary.

The preparation of Polish propaganda material
and its dissemination was almost entirely in the
hands of the women. As Pilsudski himself said,
three quarters of the work that brought about
the national awakening had been performed by
the women. That was their reward, and the
women of Poland were proud of it. Naturally,
Alexandra Pilsudski, the leader's wife, took a
leading part in all these activities, and her writings
give a striking insight into the heroic life of the
Polish amazons of those days.

The female members of the P.O.W* who served
as nurses in the Russian war hospitals obtained
valuable military information by making friends
with their charges and learning from them about
Russian troop movements. They travelled to
Warsaw on leave, or for medical and other supplies,
and therefore had ample opportunities to deliver
written reports to the right quarter. In Warsaw
members of the organization, always including a
high proportion of women, exercised both in-
genuity and courage in the handling of dangerous
documents and arms and munitions. Documents
were never kept at the homes of members,
but were hidden in schools and other public
buildings.

However, arms and munitions had to be kept
in members* homes and the following incident,
one of the few recorded in writing, is typical of
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